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the alliance of the Sheas under Sbujaa of Oudh, whose antecedents led men on both sides to look upon them as neutral.
The Bhao had much prestige Hitherto always victorious, his personal reputation inspired great respect. His camp, enriched with the plunder of Hindustan, was on a scale of unwonted splendour. " The lofty and spacious tents/* says Grant-Duff, " lined with silks and broadcloths, were surmounted by large gilded ornaments, conspicuous at a distance. ...Vast numbers of elephants, flags of all descriptions, the
finest horses,   magnificently    caparisoned...........seemed to be
collected  from    every    quarter............it was    an   imitation  of
the more becoming and tasteful array of the Moghals in the zenith of their glory.*' Nor was this the only innovation. Hitherto the Mahrattas had been light horsemen, each man carrying his food, forage, bedding, head and heel ropes, as part of his accoutrements ; marching fifty miles after a defeat, and then halting in complete readiness to " fight another day." Now, for the first time, they were to be supported by a regular park of artillery, and a regular force of drilled infantry. But all these seeming advantages only precipitated and rendered more complete and terrible their ultimate overthrow.
Holkar and Suraj Mai, true feo the instincts of their old predatory experience, urged upon the Bhao, that regular warfare was not the game that they knew. They counselled therefore that the families and tents, and all heavy equipments, should be left in some strong place of safety, such as the almost impregnable forts of Jhansi and Gwalior, while their clouds of horse harassed the enemy and wasted the country before and round him. But the Bhao rejected these prudent counsels with contempt. He had seen the effect of discipline and guns in Southern war ; aud, not without a shrewd foresight of what was afterwards to be accomplished by a man then in his train, resolved to try the effect of scientific soldiership, as he understood it. The determination proved his ruin ; not because the instrument he chose was not the best, but because it was not complete, and because be did not know how to handle it When Mahdaji Sindhia, after a lapse of twenty years, mastered all Asiatic opposition by the employment of the same instrument, he had a European general, the Count de Boigne, who was one of the great captains of his age; and he allowed him to use his own strategy and tactics. Then, the regular battalions and batteries, becoming the nucleus of the army, were moved with resolution and aggressive impulse, while the cavalry only acted for purposes of escort, recotmoissauce, and pursuit. la the fatal campaign